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COMPOUNDING THE PROBLEM 

T!*v SIGNATI0N 0F A SECRETARY EXEMPLIFIES THE WEAKNESSES OF INYO'S PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

F ane) demonstrates the administration's costly inability to deal with simple disagreements 

airly bubbling with praise, Inyo’s administration last week lavished tribute and compliment 

on a planning department worker, urged a promotion on her - and then backtracked, declin¬ 
ing to discuss a salary fig- - * - 

ura that in terms of county cost 
amounts to less than $50 a month, 

’She resigned. 

Following the resignation, 
and just before it, county offic¬ 
ialdom came forth to praise - and 
to bury. By a three-two vote the 
supervisors opted to hire an as¬ 
sociate planner, instead of fol- 
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lowing tlirough on tne promotion offered earlier 
to Hanning Secretary Kenney Scruggs, Viewed in 
the light of the critical conditions existing 
in the planning department, the action, or lack 
of action, was strangely out of focus. It stood 
in sharp contradiction to the supervisors’ av¬ 
owed aims: getting the planning department "mo¬ 
ving" and avoiding whenever possible the import 
of new and inexperienced help. 

One supervisor, Wilma Muth, said she was 
"tired" of hiring "outside help," 

The administration now faces, and may be 
called upon to explain, the loss of thousands 
of dollars in time and money as it tries now to 
establish an acceptable working arrangement in 
its planning department. 

It appeared that after the resignation, 
Inyo became an example of government—by-luck, 
if the words of County Administrator John K, 
Smith were to be seriously considered: "Maybe 
we'll get lucky and hire two good workers," he 
said, "or maybe we'll get a dud," 

The "promotion" offered Scruggs two weeks 
ago had been banner-head¬ 
lined in the local press. 

It was hailed by the ad¬ 
min', strati on as a step to¬ 
ward resolving the long- 
accumulatod and rapidly 
increasing problems of the 
department. It rapidly di¬ 
gressed into a sarcasm. 

Scruggs was to have 
become a "junior planner" 
to work directly under De¬ 
partment Director Doug 
Sherburne. As it was to be 
implemented, the j roraotdon 
revealed itself as gesture 
without substance, indic- 
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SCRUGGS 

"Loss by default" 


ating as it did the serious morale and proced¬ 
ural problems that underly much of Planning's 
-ineptitude. 

After a week of administrative wrangling, 
*Scruggs followed the lead of others before her 
and she abruptly, though, as she said, regret¬ 
fully, resigned not only from the nevf position 
but also from her job as secretary. The resig¬ 
nation followed rumored reports of sexist pol¬ 
icies in the department, and inequities or con¬ 
fusion in its wage scales. She is reported to 
have written a terse, impersonal note to Sher¬ 
burne which set her resignation date effective 
January 26. She declined public comment. 

For months, Inyo's planning department 
has been wracked by external criticism and by 
internal strife. Some serious questions have 
arisen publicly and among the supervisors who 
privately question whether Sherburne can in 
fact manage the department and exercise effect- 
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REFLECTIONS ON A PLANE CRASH 

1° 35—year—old San Diego Court Reporter 
Jere Ylith, last week's crash of a small 
plane at Bishop seemed at first "like a 
mid—air collision," Yfith, along with three at¬ 
torneys and a youth, rode the hurtling plane 
down until it came to rest, then watched from 
a small brush—covered rise as it erupted into 
flames and burned to death one of its passen¬ 
gers. 

From his San Diego home Tilth talked to 
a reporter who called late in the week. Still 
shaken, he gave this account: 

"I was sitting right behind the pilot, 
looking out the window, getting ready to snug¬ 
gle down in my seat and get some sleep when 
suddenly we crashed, 

"I thought it was a mid-air collision. 
There seemed to be no other explanation, I 
didn't hear any engine sputters. There were 
no gyrations of the oraft. Wo jU3t went down. 

"And the impact was significant$ I've 
got bruise marks from the seat belt. No one 
said a thing, it happened so fast. Vie just 
rode it out and when the plane came to a halt 
the pilot told us to get out, and I don't re¬ 
member anyone else saying anything. 

"The next thing I remembered, three of 
us were standing on top of a plateau. I was 
dazed. Then the plane exploded. Vle saw Davee 

(See CRASH, Page 6) 


ively the power inherent in his position. The 
county administrator has said that "planning" 
is "the critical" area of all county govern¬ 
ment. 

The Inyo County Hanning Department has 
been shown to have a youthful and energetic 
staff, proven competent and hard-working. Out 
of frustration in it3 efforts, staff members 
recently by-passed both Sherburne and the ad¬ 
ministrator's office to bring what some of them 
called a "positive program of action" directly 
to some of the supervisors. In these private 
talks, encouraged by the supervisors, they com¬ 
plained of a lack of morale and direction, of 
tedious reworking of projects, although one of 
them - Scruggs - supported Sherburne, a loyalty 
it seems that later went unrewarded. 

As for the long-awaited and much-needed 
update on the county's general plan, that pro¬ 
gram goes into its third year of weighty talk. 
So far the general plan update shows a perfect 
record of inactivity uninterrupted by any sud¬ 
den appearance of direction or action. 

Scruggs' resignation followed by 21; hours 
last week's olosed session of the supervieora 

(See RESIGNATION, Page 5) 
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I 

FUN AT THE DUMP: Local snoops, 
looking for gossip topics, have f3 
found a ready source of materi¬ 
al. Like a few sharp investiga¬ 
tors, they know a lot can be dis¬ 
covered about anyone by poking 
through his garbage ("And how 
much drinking DID go on at that 
party?" - Count the bottles.) At 
the Independence dump a number 
of known gossips poke through 
the rubble to keep up with the 
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mail. Another, would you believe, sends her hus¬ 
band J He dutifully brings home the mail or what¬ 
ever else he can find that is appropriately or 
suitably titillating. We know one sharp charac¬ 
ter who deliberately "primed" the dump, plant¬ 
ing some material he wanted to get around so 
that, as he said, "The poor bored folks will 
have something to talk about." It worked, and 
the laughter still echoes. Anyhow, folks, watch 
what you throw away, or someone else wxll. 

AND IN THAT, ONE FELLOW DIDN’T. Or at least he 
didn’t throw it where it belonged. A citation 
was issued recently when the parks and recrea¬ 
tion workers found some private garbage in a 
Dehy Park trashcan. Sure enough, there it wasj 
a discarded letter that led them to the miscre¬ 
ant. K e explained with some embarrassment that 
it's a long drive to the dump and the park was 
much closer. Let’s face it, we're all for big¬ 
ger and better benefits for county employees, 
most of them anyway, but garbage co lle ction 
should not be among them. 

*** 

A FEDERAL JUDGE IN OHIO has let the (hot) air 
out of the machos when he ruled that All "male" 
sports are to be opened to women. What, now, is 
to become of Mr. Football's raison d'etre when 
before millions of TV viewers little Mary Sue 
executes a neat double reverse (whatever That 
is) and runs for a winning touchdown? Don't 
worry, boys, not many of the gals, and in fact 
not many intelligent men, are interested. 

■a** 

AND ANOTHER OHIO JUDGE WAS IN TOM LAST WEEK. 

He and a number of others came to California 
to study criminal justice procedures in this 
state, to talk with law experts in some of the 
colleges, and take notes on detention proced¬ 
ures. Judge Carl Kessler (Yes, he's a relation, 
my Dad), presiding judge of common pleas court 
(Same as California's superior courts), says 
he and others will set up a "model" criminal 
justice system there, on a federal grant. He 
was interested, though non-committal, in the 
criminal justice issue of the deputy's associ¬ 
ation here. He flew in from Dayton, his home. 

"THE NAME OF THE FIELDS THERE, were called the 
Spring Fields, and when you walked down through 
there, it was like walking through marsh coun¬ 
try. There were lots and lots of quail, ducks, 
and plenty of cover." That was Owens Valley, 
east of Independence, circa 1900, and that is 
how Businessman Onde Mairs described it in a 
published interview, part of a California State 
University environmental studies program. Cmle, 
whose relatives settled in the valley in the 
1870's, recalls the sceneiy, the lifestyle, and 
the coming of the DY/P and its early tactics 
that led - finally - to today's growing oppos¬ 
ition. 


SIERRA PACIFIC AIRLINES HAVE BEEN SOLD, but 
conclusion of the deal is still pending. Air¬ 
line Owner and Ski Entrepreneur Gary McCoy 
confirmed last week that the buyer is Mount¬ 
ain West, an air contract service based in 
Tucson. However, Bishop airline operations 
will remain the same, says McCoy, who expects 
to remain with Sierra Pacific as manager. The 
deal is expected to be concluded late this 
month• 

•5HBE 

THE STICKY CONTROVERSY IN THE PLANNING OFFICE, 
reported elsewhere in this issue, may in fact 
be blocking the appointment to fill the plan¬ 
ning commission seat presently filled by re¬ 
signing Commissioner Pat Yhltsie. Rumor has it 
that the supervisor who would appoint the new 
commissioner doesn't really want to put any¬ 
body into the midst of the chaos. But some ac¬ 
tion may be taken on that this week. 

-ifcBE 

WE ARE NOT MUCH IMPRESSED BY ANONYMOUS MAIL, 
but a note to the effect Southern Inyo Hospit¬ 
al Administrator Merlyn PLnney may be resign¬ 
ing justified at least a little investigation. 
For the present, at least, it looks like Pin- 
ney will hang in there in spite of continuing 
financial difficulties and seme public (reac¬ 
tionary) opposition to a few programs much 
needed in the hospital, Pinney says that like 
it or not (He doesn't like it, nor does any¬ 
one else), the hospital may yet have to raise 
its bed rates, a regretful action that hospit¬ 
al board members are reluctant to take. So 
much for anonymous rumors which always seem to 
be in abundance when it comes to the Lone Pine 
hospital. 

SO MANY BUSY-BODIES, it gets to the point that 
Busy Bodies can't do their work. 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Bishop's City Coun¬ 
cilman-Schoolteacher Bob Campbell. He says his 
working experience in city government has put 
a breath of new life in his government class at 
Bishop High. They're learning "how it really 
works," beyond the mere theoretical data prov¬ 
ided in the books, 

ADD TO VPP'S: Tom Newell, who directs much of 
the youth program for the county's probation 
department. Youthful and energetic, Newell is 
infectiously friendly and positive* Consider¬ 
ed by most to be one of the county's "best." 

*** 

RUMORED: A Ku KLux KLan type makes regular re¬ 
cruiting visits here trying to stir up inter¬ 
est. This Kute KLutzer (like his brother sup¬ 
erdopes everywhere) takes out ads encouraging 
us all to don our white robes and step with 
him and the other cretins like him back into 
the dark ages. He won't get any ad space here. 

•WJr# 

SO WHAT'S A "KLUTZ"? He's the opposite of a 
guy who has "Chutzpah." 

...AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY be good news, 
every day... 

Sincerely, 
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LETTERS AND CO MMENT 

ly. Letters should 
are most likely to 


NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to public 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered time 
not exceed 200 words and those with viewpoints concisely stated 
be published. Address your statement to Box 531, Independence. 



CALIFORNIA TAKES AWAY ANOTHER 
SENIOR CITIZEN TAX BREAK 
Inyo County News-Letter: 

I recently received the 1977 California 
Individual Income Tax Booklet and Tax Fora 5UO 
which I have studied in detail in preparation 
for my annual income tax return. I noticed that 
Form "R" and the Retirement Income Credit have 
been eliminated from the 1977 Income Tax pack¬ 
age. 

A telephone call to the Franchise Tax 
Board information number 800-852-57H verified 
that the elimination of the provision was a 
part of a recent Assembly Bill No. 302 which 
also covered several other so call Tax reform 
measures. 

The State of California does not allow 
additional exemptions for persons over age 6f> 
when filing their income tax returns. 

Both the retirement income credit and ad-i 
ditional exemptions for persons over age 65 are 
currently allowed in the U.S. Federal Income 
Tax provisions. Neither of these allowances are 
presently provided in the California income tax 
package in spite of the fact that California 
obviously attempts to conform to the Federal 
forms and provisions. 

There now remains no special "Tax Breaks^' 
or special considerations for retirees and el¬ 
derly tax payers in the State of California 
when preparing their ly77 State Income Tax re¬ 
turns. 

Would you kindly explain why "Tax Breaks" 
have been consistently denied or taken away 
from the Senior Citizens in view of the large 
monetary surplus currently accumulating in the i 
State Treasury? 

I respectfully suggest that you take this 
matter under immediate consideration and at¬ 
tempt to rectify the apparent disregard for 
the financial welfare of the retired senior 
citizens in California. 

- Leonard Sluyter, 
Independence 

(Editor'e note: NEWS-LETTER regrets to admit 
that it is incapable of explaining the "Tax 
Break" matter - or any other of the vagaries 
and inconsistencies of government at any lev¬ 
el. From time to time it wondrcusly occurs 
that the people manage somehow (The Luck of 
the Draw, perhaps) to elect someone who dem¬ 
onstrates the capacity for human thought. By 
the time he makes it to the "White House, the 
Statehouse - or even the Courthouse - some¬ 
thing happens, some transformation of mind 
or soul manifests itself in a way that bord¬ 
ers on the metaphysical. And where there had 
been evidence of strength and intelligence, 
there appears vacuity if not vice. Newsmen 
everywhere observe the phenomenon and if they 
are honest they report on it. But mere obser¬ 
vation does not always alter pnenomena, nor 
is the public, even if well-read or informed, 
always capable of changing things. Not at 
least until the public gets angry - fighting 
mad. NEWS-LETTER is nappy no report that a 
great number of us are very near that point. 
For nrw, ru ver. NEWS-LETTER would IV to 


suggest to Reader Sluyter that he may be able 
to get some answers to his questions, and, 
amazingly enough, even some action. For the 
"facts" on the issue, he can call William L. 
Kahrl, director of research, office of tne 
governor, at (916) 322-378R. Mr. Kahrl has of¬ 
ten shaven himself to be responsive and help¬ 
ful in many matters.) 

mIntal "health program 

(A continuation from last week) 

A VIDEO JOURNEY TO BIG PINE: FOR ONE 
PATIENT, THE ROAD BACK FROM FEAR 

he television screen flashed to life. On¬ 
screen there was movement as the camera's 
eye peered from a moving car and picked up 
familiar scenes — the south-Bishop outskirts. 
Highway 395. On the screen's periphery, the 
mountains, Inyos to the left, desert and the 
Sierras to the right. At center' screen, the 
highway itself, moving beneath the camera, an 
oncoming strip of blacktop and concrete. Trees, 
a few here and there. Intersections at Keoujh’s 
and Wilkerson Ranch, the four-lane. Very li ght 
on-coming traffic and light southbound traffic 
which moved with the camera. 

It was a horror movie, one calculated to 
chill the bones, to cause tension and fear. It 
was not, however a TV production contrived to 
garner a strong rating in the Nielsons. It had 
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PSYCHIATRIST LEO PISCULLI 
...opening the "cocoon of self-image." 

but two viewers. 

And so what does the county mental health 
program do with taxpayer's money anyway? Does 
$ 300,000 go down the (literally) tube each year 
in order to provide television films showing 
nothing more than the trip from Bishop to Big 
fine? 

To a great extent, it must be honestly 
answered that yes, that's what's going on. And 
no, county government has not itself gone out 
of its mind (not in this particular case, at a- 
ny rate) to play fast and loose with our dol¬ 
lars. 

Horror movie? Yes, to that one viewer, an 
aging Bishop woman. 

She had come to the county mental health 
office at Bishop. She had a fear, a phobia of 

(See MENTAL HEALTH, Page h) 
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MENTAL HEALTH, Continued 

sorts. As she explained it, an important part 
of her life was - and is - making the trip to 
Big Pine to visit a relative there. But her 
trips in.recent months had become something 
else 5 she found that, unaccountably, she had 
developed a fear far beyond her ability to con¬ 
trol. She -was afraid to drive to Big pine. 

Dennis Matthewson, one of the counsellors 
at the mental health unit, patiently heard her 
story. It was a common problem, but one mani¬ 
festing itself in this particular way for this 
particular woman. His sympathies - or perhaps 
empathies - went out to her. At her age the 
need for closeness to relatives is great. So, 
did he put her on the couch and trace her life 
back to childhood? Hypnotize her? Cast a horo¬ 
scope perhaps? Recommend vitamins in carload 
lots? 

None of these, although there may be ev¬ 
en a little value in all of them. He grabbed 
up the video camera and drove slowly to Big 
Pine, taping the entire trip. His TV product¬ 
ion won't win any emmies, but his sponsors, 
the taxpayers,will probably be pleased. After 
he replayed the film a couple of times for his 
patient, she saw the relative lack of dangers 
and hidden threats in a simple drive to Big 
Pine. After a few viewings she was able to 
make the drive herself and thus restored to her 
life a meaningful and frequent pleasure. 

Our 3 is a complex age and for many well- 
meaning but unsophisticated people - and for 
some of those who haven't "kept up" with the 
rapid changes of recent years-it can be a time 
of fear in which danger lurks at every turn. 

Real or not, the "danger" creates the 
same anxieties and emotional problems in most, 
if not all, at one time or another. Courage 
in the face of danger, or even presumed dang¬ 
er, is a commodity of utility,and somewhere 
along the line, nature or society failed in 
its distribution system. All,therefore, are 
not courageous, in the same way that all are 
not rich. For the purely pragmatic (often 
those who are smugly rich or courageous, or 
both), such a program as the mental health 
effort may appear to be a waste of time, but 
even for them it3 very human problem measured 
in terms of dollars and cents can be shown to 
be nothing if not profitable. For instance, a 
TV showing of a trip to Big PLno is far less 
costly in social and economic terms than its 
possible alternative: the mental hospital. 

The county '3 mental health workers also 
turn their cameras on their patients. The 
poet Robert Bums stated the case years ago: 
"•••To see ourselves as others see us...It 
would from many a blunder free us." And so it 
is there on Grove street at the mental health 
office. 

A mother was having communications prob¬ 
lems with one of her children (iVho in the wide 
world ever heard of such a thing as that be¬ 
fore?). She brought with her a five-year-cld 
son and her 10-month—old baby. The baby show¬ 
ed a lively interest in the boy's toys. The 
baby got slapped. 

When Mom saw the instant replay on the 
TV screen, the impact was dramatic. Mom and 
the five-year-old were shown how to deal with 
a baby ’without the "punishment" element ex¬ 
ploding into every situation. 


Another televised situation was that of 
a youth with the nervous habit of rubbing his 
eyes. He was on-camera during the interview. 

The playback revealed to him his nervous - 
even compulsive - habit, and th«i image he pre¬ 
sented to others. It revealed him as strictly 
un-cool. H e had not known of his habit. Un¬ 
cool obviously is something not to be if you 
are a teen-ager. 

Says Counsellor Matthewson: "When people 
are first on the video, they don't like it, 
just don't want to do it. But after a few min¬ 
utes they find they can relax and forget it's 
there. Later, when they see themselves, many 
are astounded by the way they look, behave and 
sound. 

And there are other fears: In Inyo's 
small community of humanity, the microcosm 
of personal life, the cocoon of self-image, 
are always on display, if not, indeed, on pa¬ 
rade. Many people in need of help (and that 
amounts to about 20 % of us, if the national 
figures are to be believed) aro simply fearful 
of being thought "crazy." Either they hide from 
treatment, or, worse still, their families hide 
them from treatment and they live in a hell in 
which they, or someone else, tells them to 
"straighten up." Sometimes, if the skeleton in 
the family closet is rattling, "straighten up" 
is followed by.•."or else." 

But Psychiatrist Leo Pisculli says that 
once the troubled human finally gamers the 
courage to admit he, or she, has a problem, and 
that once he appears at the clinic, "they find 
out it doesn't matter." But operating in a 
close, everybody-knowns-everybody environment 
also has its advantages: Although provincials 
are quick to gossip they are also quick to 
overlook or to forgive. (Those who don't, in 
fact, are themselves in need of care, perhaps 
even hospitalization.) In a small area, the 
doctor can keep close tabs on patient-perform¬ 
ance, what Pisculli calls "a good potential 
for communication." 

And so television and small-town living 
can solve all the emotional ills that turn 
up in Inyo? Definitely not. 

Pisculli and his five counsellors (some 
of them on a part-time basis) employ a number 
of (for Inyo) innovative techniques, these 
arrayed like a clinical army against problems 
that stem from many causes: personal, social, 
economic, even physical. 

"Group therapy" is a valuable tool. Here, 
the individual, like it or not, sees himself 
truely as others see him, even challenge him. 

He tends to shape up and his human relations 
improve enormously. The "group" approach is 
used in matters dealing with single parents, 
juveniles, Indians. Drug abusers attend and 
recognize themselves. Senior citizens attend 
group sessions. The primary problems appear 
to be what Pisculli calls "psychosomatic ill¬ 
ness," manic-depression, and alcohol. Of very 
great help is the program's opportunities for 
troubled families. However reluctant the errant 
spouse, marriage counseling still beats the 
divorce court by a damsite. 

And then there are toys for children. 
Toys? Pisculli says a child will often tell 
his problems to a teddy bear. So the child 
talks to Bear, the psychiatrist listens, and 

(See.MENTAL HEALTH, Back Page) 
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RESIGNATION, Continued' . 

at which was read a letter she reportedly wrote 
to Sherburne and in which she declined her pro¬ 
motion "as it had been presented# Two supervi¬ 
sors verified the existence of the letter and 
said that she had requested Sherburne and the 
supervisors to "discuss" with her the salary 
offered. 

The figure to be negotiated, as it turn¬ 
ed out, amounted to less than $30 a month more 
than the supervisors had been willing, several 
months previously, to pay her as a "manage¬ 
ment" secretary with no promotion at all* 

The supervisors were unable, however, to 
deal with that question and instead focused on 
another line included in the letter and in 
which Scruggs apparently questioned if the low¬ 
er salary offered was because she was a female# 

Supervisor Math is reported later to have 
told Scruggs that in the meeting die attempted 
to direct the other supervisors, all men, away 
from the sexist question and to concentrate on 
the important matter, that of a small and neg¬ 
otiable wage question# They were reportedly 
"unable to handle it," suggesting as it did 
the possibility of sexism in Inyo County gov¬ 
ernment# After some discussion they decided to 
let the issue — ar.d Scruggs - drop* It became 
an example of how officialdom can thoughtless¬ 
ly achieve the precise condition that it, and 
nobody else, wants, by worshiping the fetishes 
of non-essentials and irrelevancies* Loss, as 
it were, by default* 

With the exception of one supervisor who 
rarely states a position on any issue, all the 
supervisors and the county administrator hast¬ 
ened to patch up the breach; compliments for 
the resigning secretary. She was characterized 
by one as "an excellent executive secretary 
who has proven her worth time and again," and 
as one who "certainly has the qualifications 
to make an excellent junior planner#" 

Scruggs' had not been the first resigna¬ 
tion from Sherburne's planning department in 
which a woman (former Associate Planner Joan 
Buckley) charged that the sex issue wa3 a fac¬ 
tor in morale# She said that she had been "pa¬ 
tronized" if she presented any effective work 
or if she demonstrated any knpwledge of plan¬ 
ning beyond that of those who directed her# 

At the time of her resignation her remarks 
were met witn skepticism and went unreported# 

Questioned following Scruggs' resignat¬ 
ion, Sherburne defended his position, firmly 
denying the sexist issue# "I never had that 
feeling," he said. "I am not a Chauvinist. If 
that means hating women, I do not*" 

Sherburne, like tne other officials in¬ 
volved in the bureau's bruhaha, verified again 
Scruggs' competency and he echoed (too late 
it seems) the comments of the others* "She 
was," he said, "a qualified junior planner." 

In regard to the morale problem, Sher¬ 
burne said he thinks his department has "sta¬ 
ble morale," but that there are "fluctuat¬ 
ions#" He said that "Planning can be a frus¬ 
trating area with political ups and downs#" 

To that statement many there are who might 
add a sincere amen, but the planning problems 
in Inyo remain unresolved. 

Asked about the update of the general 
plan and its seeming stagnation, Sherburne 
continued in his insistence that "manpower" is 
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the problem# 

How then does it profit the department 
to permit without discussion the resignation 
of a proven, qualified worker? To the question 
Sherburne offered no response beyond "The 
county went to generous lengths" to "work it 
out" with Scruggs. 

Sherburne says the resignation will del¬ 
ay his program only "about 30 days," but tne 
supervisors were not so optimistic. After the 
supervisors voted to hire an associate plan¬ 
ner (and new, a secretary), Muth made a state¬ 
ment to a local newspaper, the REGISTER, which 
quoted her as saying "I'm tired of teaching 
people about Inyo County# I'd rather have loc¬ 
al people who know the county because of in¬ 
creasing planning problems#" During the exec¬ 
utive session, Muth along with Supervisor Ri¬ 
chard McDonald expressed tho view - one cer¬ 
tainly borne out by experience - that it is 
far easier and less costly to hire and keep 
the proven local talent that is available, 
rather than go through the lengthy process of 
advertising, interviewing, hiring and train¬ 
ing a new planner# New workers, the imports 
from the depersonalized environment of South¬ 
ern California (More than 90 of wnom respond¬ 
ed to a recent advertisement for a public re¬ 
lations worker), have shorn little faculty for 
quickly aclimatizing themselves to Inyo's 
rarified and very personal political atmos¬ 
phere# Among hia critics, Sherburne himself is 
thought to be typical of these. 

In the executive session straw-vote, 

Muth and McDonald negleetea to back up Scruggs• 
request for a discussion, and it was revealed 
late in the week that it was Muth who in fact 
had suggested to Scruggs that she write the 
letter and include in it the saiary discrepan¬ 
cy between what she was offered and what the 
job now pays (almost $200 over what was offer¬ 
ed Scruggs). 

Scruggs has been reluctant to comment. 

In her letter of resignation she said little 
more than the fact she "has nothing further to 
communicate to the administration or the de¬ 
partment." Now 28, she entered county service 
as an honors graduate with a dogreo in Ameri¬ 
can Studies, and comas from a largo Florida 
family with several generations of public 
service. While she worked for Tnyo Comity 
she rose quickly to the presidency of the In¬ 
yo County Employees Association. In a recent 
public election she entered the race for a 
seat on the county school board. In that ef¬ 
fort she was defeated by a narrow 18 votes by 
a long-time resident* 

Asked for comment on the resignation, 
Supervisor Muth said, "I don't blame her." 

Then what happened, Muth was asked. "I think 
there was a communications gap. I wish I knew 
where the gap was.#.somewhere between the 
board, Kenney, Sherburne, and John K. Snath." 

And what about the sexist question? 

To that, Muth hesitated, then said, "I 
don't want to comment on Doug Sherburne. I do 
not think the board was thinking clearly on 
Kenney#" 

If the board wasn't, it became clear 
that others, both in and out of government, 
were. VfiLthin hours of the resignation, offers 
came in and among them was the suggestion that 
something might be open in other parts of the 

(See RESIGNATION, Back Page) 
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CRASH, Continued 

(Cerald Davee, one of the attorneys and the 
father of 15-year—old Kevin Davee) on fire 
from his head on down his back. We tried to 
pull his jacket off. He rolled in the weeds.” 

Y/ith wa3 asked to recall what went on 
in his mind as the plane ploughed through 
hundreds of feet of damp, marshlike vegetat¬ 
ion. "Disbelief,” he said. "I couldn't under¬ 
stand what had happened. It happened very 
quickly. 

"I do remember that we were airborne. I 
heard the wheels going up, but then some in¬ 
stinct told me that there was a mid-air coll¬ 
ision. I guess there wasn't, but it's a mys¬ 
tery as to what did happen." 

What about the dead man, Ernest WLde¬ 
man, who died in the crash? 

"I don't know. Yfe got out very quickly, 
and I don't know what happened to him, 

I'm not sure what the time-span was. It 
seemed very quick. I flagged down a firetruck 
that was approaching; I don't know who called 
them - it might have been the truck rental 
man or someone else at the airport. We went to 
the hospital at Bishop." 

Uppermost in Tilth's mind is still the 
question of what happened. In that he shares 
the feelings of survivors of tragedy every¬ 
where - the need to somehow make sense of the 
things that happen to them. Recent psycholog¬ 
ical studies of victims show that mary suffer 
a wide range of emotional difficulties until 
they can discover in their minds what happened 
to their bodies — and why. Many experience be¬ 
fore and during a "happening" a strange separ¬ 
ation from themselves, and often a feeling of 
detached resignation. With made no mention of 
the phenomenon, but post-crash traumas were 
plentiful among the Bishop crash victims i With 
asked reporters to "please keep him informed" 
on any discoveries by the FAA or the National 
Transportation Safety Board. 

The court reporter was perhaps the most 
fortunate of those aboard the plane. Young Ke¬ 
vin was "alright physically," but his grandfa¬ 
ther told reporters that it has been "quite a 
trauma to see his dad on fire, a horrible ex¬ 
perience." Gerald Davee, along with Pilot Mar¬ 
shall Foreman, suffered lung damage either by 
the crash or from gasoline-fed flames that en¬ 
veloped the crash scene. They cannot speak. 

31-year-old Ernest WLdeman, unable to 
get out of the crash, died beneath a flaming 
wing. Rescue workers managed to lift the bro¬ 
ken metal framework after the fire was exting¬ 
uished to find his charred remains. Two offic¬ 
ers were said to have "turned away" as the bo¬ 
dy was removed. Most visitors to the scene re¬ 
called a sense of wonderment that any at all 
survived. 

The plane crash violently and brutally 
marked the end of what had been a pleasant ex¬ 
cursion to ski in the new and plentiful snow 
at Mammoth. Parking their craft at Bishop, the 
lawyers, the court reporter and the youth rent¬ 
ed a truck to drive to Mammoth. Airport person-1 
nel said the plane had been parked at the air¬ 
port "a few days." Returning to Bishop after 
their holiday, the skiers had dinner there, 
drove to the airport and turned in the rented 
vehicle. In heavy fog they took off, or thought! 


THE CONGRESSMAN HITS TOWN 


JOBS? -"LOTS," SAYS KETCHUM, "MAKE'll TAKE'2." 


F lashing convincingly into Inyo like someone 
vexy busy with much on his mind. Congress¬ 
man Bill Ketchum hurriedly touched all the 
major bases - Independence, Lone Pine and Bish¬ 
op - and even a few of the issues. 

In his appearance at Independence, accom¬ 
panied by coffee and doughnuts and at least one 
congressional aide (not necessarily in that or¬ 
der), he led off with the announcement that he 
is in a hurry to return hone, his haste genera¬ 
ted by the fact that Mrs. Ketchum had fallen 
victim to an attack of Valley Fever* "Yfe're 
going to see some breakouts of Valley Fever in 
several places in the country," he darkly warn¬ 
ed, and so Valley Fever, in congressional tones, 
became then still another Issue. 

In his talks, the congressman revealed 
himself, again, to be one not unacquainted with 
the goings-on currently headlined in the nat¬ 
ional media. On some of these he assumed a pre¬ 
dictable posture, as in oil and taxes. A sum¬ 
marization of his hour-long talk at Independ¬ 
ence includes some of his observationst 

ON ENERGY: "The energy bill is nothing 
but a tax bill which encourages conservation 
via a tax mechanism. The bill does not include 
encouragement for exploring solar, geothermal, 
or other possible sources of energy. The bill 
offers tax breaks on something people should 
be doing anyway (home insulation, solar units)" 
SOCIAL SECURETY: "The President wants all 
or nothing. Vfe spent two months on the Social 
Security bill, and it's totally unacceptable 
except for a few parts. The bill was heavily 
amended. Universal coverage is important. We 
said 'by 1982, ' but that was amended out. I 
had been heavily criticized for holding up the 
bill, but I'd do it again." 

■WELFARE: "The President has proposed to 
cash out food stamps in his proposed welfare 
reform. I don't think it’s a good idea. There 
has been no pronoanced optimism that we will 
have a welfare reform bill. Reform may cost 
more than the existing problem. First, we've 
got to solve the jobs problem. This bill asks 
for another job program when we've already got 
half a dozen. Yfe propose to move all the job 
programs into one.(He later said CETA might be 
the main receptacle of all..,.and perhaps gov¬ 
ernment can pick up part of the training wag¬ 
es to encourage private business to get involv¬ 
ed in job training programs.) As it is now, it 
is more attractive not to work, with welfare 
and unemployment payment. Yfe 've got to find 
jobs, and make'm take'm." 

("Make'm take'm" ? — Here the congress¬ 

man alludes to the very large number capable 
physically and mentally to hold a job but who 

... _(Soe KETCHUM, Page 7) 


they did. A resident of the neighborhood saw 
flames and called in a fire truck; no one at 
the airport had seen or heard the crash, its 
sound and fury muffled by the night fog. i n 
the grey, wet, cold morning television cameras 
filmed the wreckage and federal officials ar¬ 
rived to sift through the ashes and poke into 
the twisted metal. They, too, wondered "Why?", 
but at week's end there still were no answers. 
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KETCHUM, Continued 

nonetheless prefer to live on government sub¬ 
sidy, The congressman pointed out the phenom¬ 
enon of "thousands" of jobs offered in urban 
newspaper classified sections, jobs that go 
begging for the lack of applicants.) 

CETA PROGRAMS: "CETA has been abused by 
some governments, although I haven't seen that 
in Inyo County, But there is a lack of account¬ 
ability in the program," 

DROUGHT: "I hope nobody within the sound 
of ny voice says the drought is over*,,It's 
not. There will be a drought relief program 
available in case it's needed, Vfe'll just have 
to wait until April,,,May,,,June...to see what 
happens," 

CONTROVERSIAL MID-EAST JUNKET: (Amid 
congressional, media and privately-voiced 
criticism, the congressman left the country 
on a junket with members of another congress¬ 
ional committee, even as the critical Social 
Security Bill wa3 debated. Without detailing 
his response to questions, it can be said that 
his departure and the consequent complaints 
involved a complex communications break with¬ 
in the committee, a wire service correspond¬ 
ent and a congressional aide who spoke well 
but not wisely to the correspondent. After he 
fielded the questions concerning that uproar, 
he turned to the mid-East situation. It must 
be remembered that the congressman's words 
here reported were spoken before the weekend 
postponement of the Sadat-Begin talks,) On the 
original Sadat-Begin meeting, clearly the re¬ 
sult of efforts from CBS Commentator Walter 
Cronkhite, the congressman said: "I'm gonna 
take some credit on that, too. We met with 
Dayan and Begin...Begin told us he would wel¬ 
come a meeting with Sadat, and we carried that 
message to Sadat, And they did eventually get 
together, I didn't think either leader would 
get along," And on US participation or inter¬ 
vention in the Mid-East peace talks, Ketchum 
said: "The US should keep their damned mouths 
shut. We (should) stay out of it for awhile 
and let neighbors deal with neighbors." 

DECLINE OF THE DOLLAR: (Here the con¬ 
gressman wandered into the field of economics, 
a field in which he is not famous for expert¬ 
ise, but to his credit he managed to reduce 
to layman's terms a complex issue and satis¬ 
factorily provide an answer for his question¬ 
er without oversimplifying,) "I view dollars 
as stock certificates. If you have faith in 
them, you buy. Nations do this, and right now 
they see the dollar as not a strong invest¬ 
ment. Foreign trade is a large part of the 
problem. The US should form alliances with 
other energy-consuming countries and hold our 
technology (which the oil producers need) ov¬ 
er the producers' heads until soma concessions 
are made.,.and the dollar will go (increase 
in value)." 

At Independence, at least, the district 
.representative, a conservative Republican who 
is a member of the House W^ys and Means Com¬ 
mittee, came across with slightly better an¬ 
swers than in some of his previous visits* 

His detailed story of visits in Africa and 
the Mid-East were largely anecdotal, but he 
convincingly demonstrated that while on the 
junket he had in fact listened to a number of 
leaders (whose names he reeled off in unbrok-f 


PURSUING THE LONG LEASE 

S eeing no results in group and committee ef¬ 
forts to deal with the Los Angeles Depart¬ 
ment of Water and Power, one Bishop busi¬ 
nessman has struck out on his own to negotiate 
his DWP lease. If he is successful, it is like¬ 
ly that a number of others may follow.his lead. 

Jim Nikolaus, who with hi3 son operates 
Nikolaus & Nikolaus, a construction-supply com¬ 
pany, says he seeks to get a 15-year lease out 
of his efforts to persuade - or woo — the DWP. 

"When we go to the bank with a five-year 
lease, they laugh at us," 

Nikolaus' unilateral approach to the on¬ 
going lease problem came to light last week 
from other sources. Verifying the report he is 
attempting to deal with the department, he ex¬ 
plained that he has a plan to establish a self- 
service gasoline outlet, a plan, as ha puts it, 
"that will take a lot of money," 

Nikolaus agrees that DY/P "policy" has 
been that of extending leases. But with the 
recently-imposed "five-year" limitation writ¬ 
ten into its lease agreements, the department 
has effectively ended business expansion by 
indirectly (some say knowingly) cutting off 
credit. As to "policy," says Nikolaus: "An un¬ 
written policy means very little to a bank." 

Already Nikolaus' private negotiations 
may have run aground on the same rocks discov¬ 
ered by others who direct Inyo's ships of Com¬ 
merce: He says that little has actually hap¬ 
pened since he began his solo cruise. 

Nikolaus said last week that he has been 
dealing through DWP Land Agent H.B. Jeter and 
that his negotiations have reached what appear 
to him to be "a stalemate," Not surprising, in 
view of the fact that it was Nikolaus who, 
with others, first initiated the move to per¬ 
suade DWP to sell its properties into private 
ownership. On that he expresses the feeling of 
many in Inyo County. His own comment: "I think 
DWP should be out of all the towns, except, of 
course, for the property needed for their own 
operation." 

Whether the public pronouncement of such 
sentiments will help his negotiations with 
publicity-shy DWP is a question whose answer 
is yet to be seen. But as Nikolaus himself 
has indicated, nothing else has worked either. 
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en succession) and had at least a marginal 

("marginal" because the length of his visit 
was so short as to preclude in-depth under¬ 
standing of all the issues in, say, Somalia.) 
understanding of problems in even the small¬ 
est of the emerging, arms—happy nations. The 
congressman clearly enjoys a strong support 
in the areas of Inyo and Kern, conservative 
strongholds in which he finds much ready-ac¬ 
ceptance of his consistent WASP-ish stance on 
practically every issue. 























RESIGNATION, Continued 

courthouse. But Scruggs accepted, instead, a 
position in a private firm undergoing expans¬ 
ion, "I'll start to work on February first, 
but I think it should be left up to ray new 
boss to make any announcements of it, if any." 

So •where does the planning department 
stand ncnr, and what can the taxpayer expect in 
terms of imraediatja action. 

In terms of immediacy, probably not very 
much. There have been resignations in the plan¬ 
ning commission itself. One of the vacancies 
has been filled by the appointment of Bishop's 
John Symons, an energetic businessman who is 
expected to show a sound knowledge of current 
issues. The other vacancy (for which one vol¬ 
unteer was reportedly told to wait until the 
heat's off) may te filled this week. 

In the eyes of a few bemused courthouse 
onlookers the week's feverish non-actions be¬ 
came as grand a display of amiable, friendly 
cynicism as any yet shown by the current sup¬ 
ervisorial board. Before Planning's troubles 
are over, and all the shrapnel lias settled, 
a kind of effective action so far undemonsbra- 
ted by the supervisors may be required. At 
present the board seems transfixed, incapable 
of any move demanding separation from its per— 
soial feelings and provincial politics. Of 
late, the supervisors themselves have come un¬ 
der heavy fire from the planning commissioners 
who charge, rightly or wrongly, conflict of 
interest. Up to now, the board's inept efforts, 
if any, have only succeeded in muddying the 
troubled waters that its members so fervently 
hoped to calm. 


MENTAL HEALTH, Continued 

it all comes out. A technique. 

Aside from the social and emotional ills, 
the mental health worker face 3 the Big Enemy; 
an underlying conservatism that stands always 
opposed to "psychiatry." The opponents range 
from red-necks to corporate executives - those 
in short who in their ego feel they have it 
made, that they are above such matters, and 
who hide their own problems behind a wall of 
rigid control, and often, bombast and/or hos¬ 
tility. The problem is also political in that 
those who hold the purse strings to such pro¬ 
grams are often the very types mentioned. 

As to the criticism (and it is frequent 
and harsh) that psychiatry and therapy amount 
to intellectual game-playing, Pisculli answers 
that, in Inyo at least,’ as in all small com¬ 
munities, such is not the case, although urban 
areas deal remotely, impersonally, "intellec¬ 
tually" with bhe city's patients. 

And how is it working? Within the limi¬ 
tations of a $300,000 budget (90% paid by the 
state, 10# county), it appears to be working 
well and effectively in areas where it counts* 
i.e., in terms of marriages 3aved, patients 
made well, alcoholics made sober, dopers re¬ 
moved from narcotics, young people taken out 
of crime* In fact, it may be that the mental 
health program is one of very few county-gov¬ 
erned projects that shows a direct and tangible 
profit to county people, and in view of rec¬ 
ent developments in many other county depart¬ 
ments, it may be one of Ihe very few that 
works at alii It is possible that its critics 
should see themselves on the video screen. 
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